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Negaunee Township Regular Board Meeting –  December 9,  2021 

Call to Order 

Gary Wommer, Township Supervisor, called the in-person meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the Pledge 
of Allegiance followed by a Roll Call vote. 
 
Board members in attendance included:  Kathy Carlson, Thyra Karlstrom, Patrick Moyle, Rachel 
Sertich and Gary Wommer 
 
Excused Absence: None 
 
Also in Attendance: Nick Leach, Township Manager; Andy Hall, Water Supervisor; Jeff Kontio, Fire 
Chief; Cameron Fuess, Township Assessor and Al Reynold, Planning Commission Chairperson. 

Consent Agenda 
 

Upon motion of  Patrick Moyle, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, the Consent Agenda was approved.  
Motion Carried. 
 

• Minutes of the regular Township Board meeting held on November 11, 2021.    

• Clerks Bills and Claims (November, 2021): 

Account Item Numbers 
GF Pooled Checks 4383-4437 

• Direct Deposit Payroll DD 871-902 
• EFT Items EFT 232, 237, 239-242 
• Electronic (E) 386, 391-398, 408 

Tax Checks 2466-2471 

Water Checks 8753-8768 
• Electronic (E) 120-124                       

TOTAL: $   197,128.26 

 
Regular Agenda 
 
Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Rachel Sertich, the regular Agenda as presented was 
approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Robert and Valentyna Anderson, Magnetic Street in Marquette, MI, along with Jeffrey Towner, 3 Pine 
Run in Negaunee Township,  addressed the Board regarding citizens efforts to make voting easier in the 
State of Michigan since Proposal 3 passed on the State ballot in 2018.   They believe efforts are now 
taking place in Lansing to make it harder to vote – which is a fundamental right in the United States 
democracy.    They would like to see the Resolution coming before the Board tonight to be passed to 
allow all eligible voters full and fair access to obtaining and delivering a ballot. 
 
Presentation 
 
William “Bill” DeGroot made a presentation to the Board pertaining to his Master’s program work with 
the University of Colorado Denver on the ability to advocate for local residents on Federal projects.  His 
presentation detailed:   “Involvement from Rural Township Government on State or National 
Infrastructure Projects.”   Items highlighted: 

• How does the Township grow its voice with regards to the Line 5 issue – or any other issue 
specifically impacting the Township and its residents. 

• A Mixed Method research approach was used, including survey followed by interview protocol 
• 32 participants were surveyed with 25 being further analyzed 
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• In speaking with 7 U.P. Officials regarding how to address issues, they prefer to see items 

brought to their attention in the following order: 
o A locally approved / adopted Board Resolution 
o A copy of the Resolution and any additional information emailed to them directly 
o A telephone call to discuss the issue 

• The information should also be shared with other concerned parties. 
o For the Line 5 issue, information could be shared with the Michigan Governor’s office, 

the Michigan DNR, local and state representatives, and even Enbridge, Inc. 
• These tasks could be used for any major issue the Township might address. 

Mr. DeGroot thanked the Township for the opportunity to work with the Township Supervisor and 
Township Manager on this project. 

Old Business 
 

Negaunee Public Library Funding   No update. 
 
 
New Business 
 

Committee Appointments 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals  Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, 
approval was given to re-appoint Eugene Maki membership on the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
a three-year period ending 12/31/24.  Motion Carried. 
 
Board of Review  Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, approval was 
given to re-appoint William Michelin and William Carlson to the Negaunee Township Board of 
Review for one-year period ending 12/31/22.  Motion Carried 
 
Brownfield Authority  Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, approval 
was given to re-appoint Michael Lempinen and Gregory Johnson to the Negaunee Township 
Brownfield Authority for three-year period ending 12/31/24.  Motion Carried. 
 
Wellhead Protection Committee  Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Thyra 
Karlstrom, approval was given to re-appoint Steve Laine to the Negaunee Township Wellhead 
Protection Committee for a three-year period ending 12/31/24.  Motion Carried. 
 

Protecting Democracy and Promoting Ballot Access  Board members discussed voting in Michigan and 
the desire to insure the polls and ballots are easily accessible.  In addition, the Township supports policies 
which expand and protect equitable access to voting and that strengthen and sustain a robust election 
infrastructure.  Upon motion of Gary Wommer, seconded by Kathy Carlson, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 

 
Negaunee Township Board 

Resolution Protecting Democracy and Promoting Ballot Access 

WHEREAS, access to voting and participation in free, fair and secure elections is fundamental to 
our system of governance; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Michigan voters overwhelmingly supported amending the constitution to expand 
voting rights, make it easier to register and easier to vote and a majority of voters in Negaunee 
Township and 67% of the voters in Michigan voted Yes on Proposition 3 in 2018; and, 
 
WHEREAS, restricting voting rights and undermining the fair, nonpartisan administration of 
elections is harmful to all communities, but disproportionately impacts (already marginalized) 
voters of color, lower-income communities, the elderly, as well as disabled voters; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in recent months, state legislatures, including Michigan’s, have introduced dozens of 
bills that essentially restrict access to voting, make election administration and oversight less 
equitable and efficient, and undermine existing laws that maintain election security and ensure 
nonpartisan counting and certification of votes; and,  
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WHEREAS, Michigan’s established voter photo ID/affidavit requirement has proven effective 
and secure for 25 years and in the 2020 election only 11,400 Michiganders without ID (0.2 percent 
of voters) signed an affidavit under penalty of perjury to vote in person; and  
 
WHEREAS, elections in Michigan have been conducted safely and securely and without any 
significant fraud, up to and including the 2020 election, as the Senate Oversight Committee Report 
concluded; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Negaunee Township Board opposes legislation or other efforts that would 
restrict access to the ballot, undermine the nonpartisan, fair and efficient administration of 
elections, and restrict voting rights; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in 2021, the Secretary of State unveiled a legislative agenda that would improve 
access to voting whether early, absentee, or in-person; expedite absentee ballot processing; and 
make voting more convenient; and,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Negaunee Township Board of Trustees 
strongly support policies that expand and protect equitable access to voting and that strengthen and 
sustain a robust election infrastructure, including both material and human resources, and further 
resolve a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Office of the Secretary of State, the 
Governor’s Office, and members of the Upper Peninsula delegation to the Michigan State 
Legislature.  
 
 Aye:    Carlson, Karlstrom, Sertich & Wommer 
 Nay:  Moyle   (due to concern Resolution is partisan) 
 Motion Carried 
 

Michigan State Police – Water Service Connection Application & Permit   An application and permit 
for the Michigan State Police to add a 6” Fire Service at 180 US 41 in Negaunee Township was reviewed.  
The meter for the project is on backorder for approximately 16 weeks.  It was recommended the meter be 
ordered and a Purchase Order or email agreement be completed with the State Police acknowledging the 
equipment order and financial liability.   Upon motion of Patrick Moyle, seconded by Rachel Sertich, the 
Michigan State Police Water Service Connection Application & Permit was approved for a new 6” Fire 
Service, with the Permit to be issued when the project has been paid in full.  Motion Carried. 
 
Reports 
 

CCB Board   Meeting moved to 12/13/2021.    
 
Recreation Committee  Meeting moved to 12/13/2021. 
 
Fire Department Report   Fire Report dated December 9, 2021 was reviewed (Fire Chief was called out 
of the meeting prior to his report).   Highlights included 1) 25 calls for the month of November  (158 
runs year to date),  and 2) combined training covering equipment location and use of EMS packaging 
equipment.   
 
Water Report The Water Report dated November 2021 was reviewed by Water Department Supervisor 
Andy Hall.  Highlights included:   1) 12 Miss Digs and 1 emergency Miss Dig for the month, 2) hydrant 
flushing had been completed, 3) replaced the meter in the main building of the State Police Post, 4) 
aviation lights on water tower had been replaced, 5) completed cross connection reports, and 6) reviewed 
water meter and radio inventory.   
 
Clerk Report  Rachel Sertich, Clerk, noted: 1) annual training for the Clerk’s office was underway and 
to be completed prior to 12/31/21, and 2) no updated information had been received from the IRS 
pertaining to federal withholding taxes which had been paid on time in FY 2020 but earmarked for the 
incorrect quarter. 
 
Township Manager Report   Nick Leach provided the Township Manager update from his report dated 
12/6/2021.  Highlights included:   1) the first planning session for the Master Plan will be in March, 
2022, 2) the Miscellaneous Debris violations are under Court Order and continue to be in violation of 
said order with work being done with the attorney on scheduling a formal hearing for injunctive relief in 
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the coming weeks, 3)  Mr. Doney has been contacted by the Road Commission and ordered to remove 
the vehicles from the ROW for snow plowing purposes, 4) there are currently 50-60 recycle carts in the 
Township inventory, and 5) the MDARD Rural Development Grant for $100,000 to construct new 4 
season bathrooms in the vicinity of the new soccer field had been submitted – with letters of support 
from Rep. Cambensy, Senator McBroom and the Iron Ore Heritage Trail Authority.    Additional funding 
sources were also being reviewed. 
 
Assessor’s Report   Assessor Cameron Fuess was on hand to cover the activities in his office.  He noted:  
1) deed work has not slowed down (currently seeing deeds from early Fall), 2) he is working on land 
values & ECF – due in February, 2022, and 3) he has just about completed field work on new 
construction.   
 
Treasurer’s Report    Treasurer, Kathy Carlson, provided an update on her Department including;  1) 
Collection & Disbursement of 2021 Summer Taxes, 2) created and balanced 2021 Winter Tax Roll, 3) all 
2021 Winter Tax Bills issued and mailed out, and 4)  attended account review meeting with Incredible 
Bank Staff - 11/17/2021.  Total bank account balances of $4,063,674.64 as of 11/30/2021. 
  
Supervisor’s Report   Supervisor Wommer highlighted the following items:  1)  he has been in contact 
with Sheriff Zyburt regarding a part-time police presence in the Township – with perhaps a .5 millage on the 
November, 2022 to fund the position which would cost approximately $115,000 annually with the position 
also able to assist with Zoning Enforcement, 2) Delta County has been brought on board with the recycling 
at the landfill, with the State ultimately looking for an overall recycle rate of 30%, and 3) he is still working 
to contact Johnson Controls regarding gaining access to the controls for the Township’s HVAC system. 
 

Air Conditioning Unit – Gymnasium  Discussion was held regarding installing an air 
conditioning system in the gym.  In addition, concerns were noted about the lack of ability for 
Township personnel to regulate the buildings HVAC system.  t was noted due to improved 
ventilation the A/C cost may be a coverable expense for the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds which the Township had received.  Upon motion of Patrick Moyle, seconded by Rachel 
Sertich, approval was given for the Township to work with UP Engineers and Architects to prepare 
an RFP for installation of air conditioning in the Township Hall Gymnasium along with updating 
the HVAC controls for the Township to have full control of the settings for the heating and cooling 
systems.  Motion Carried.   
 

Road Projects  The Supervisor noted the Marquette County Road Commission is looking into future ways to 
determine the priority for road projects, including the possibility of a Committee to oversee the selection 
process.   
 
Advisory Trail Committee   Al Reynolds was in attendance and provided the following updates:  1) the Iron 
Ore Heritage Trail Authority had been award the grant for construction of a boardwalk, 2) the grant for the 
land purchase in Marquette Township and Negaunee Township had not been approved, and 3) discussions 
were still being held for a campground near the ice arena in the City of Negaunee which would be close to 
the Heritage Trail. 
 
Personnel Committee  Chairperson Sertich noted no meeting had been held. 
 

Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011 – Publicly Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act Board 
members discussed Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011and how it impacts the Township and the 
employees due to the costs the employees would be liable for and incur for insurance purposes. 
Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Gary Wommer, approval was given for Negaunee 
Township to exempt itself from the requirements of Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011 (Publicly 
Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act) for the calendar year 2022 as allowed in Section 8 (1) 
of the Act. Motion Carried. 

Emergency Management Report   Books are up to date.     
 
Correspondence 
 

• Marquette County Medical Director 
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Public Comment  
 

• None  
 
Informational Items 
 

• 2022 Meeting Calendar  
• Rubbish Drop-off Cost Breakdown 
• Recycling Report 

 
Board Member / Township Manager Comments 

 
• Rachel Sertich wished everyone a Merry Christmas and safe and healthy New Year, as did Thyra 

Karlstrom and Kathy Carlson. 
 

• Nick Leach noted he will be out on paternity leave during the first quarter of 2022 and will be 
looking to do some advanced work on the budget process. 
 

• Gary Wommer noted with the increase in local COVID cases, everyone should consider getting 
vaccinated if they have not already done so. 

 
Next meeting 
 

The next regularly scheduled Township Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 13, 2022, 
beginning at 5:30 p.m.    
 
Adjournment 
 

With no further business appearing and upon motion of Rachel Sertich, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, the  
meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  Motion Carried 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Sertich 
Negaunee Township Clerk 
 


